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How to make MISSION the focus of  our entire North American Division
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The Great Disappointment

AD 31
“These that have turned the world upside down

have come here too.”

*The Jews complaint about Christ’s disciples after Pentecost
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The Great Disappointment

1844
A movement was born—by 2010 the 

fastest growing church in America.
USA Today, 2011
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The Great Disappointment

1888
Righteousness by faith—a core belief today*

Fundamental Belief #10
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The Great Disappointment

1901
Organizational principles laid foundation 

of the Church’s amazing growth
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From the teachings of Joseph Bates, two USA Sabbath-keeping denominations were begun:  
The Church of God (Seventh-day) in 1858 and the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1863
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Membership now
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The Great Disappointment

2018
The Great Awakening?

A paradigm shift on “Mission”?
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Mission
New Whos
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Mission
New Whats
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“If  order and regularity are essential in worldly business, 
how much more so in doing work for God!” GW 92



Mission
New Hows
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2. Mission-aligned?
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3. Mission-accountable?
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Example Card

NAD’s Mission: To Reach people with Hope & Wholeness!
Select (tick) 1 church entity and 1 high priority for your area of focus. 

[ ] Church [ ] Find better ways to communicate our mission

[ ] School [ ] Evaluate the impact of what we do better

[ ] Healthcare [ ] Tie funding to mission accomplishment

[ ] Conference office [ ] Model the mission in the way we operate

[ ] Union office [ ] Educate members on importance of mission

[ ] NAD office [ ] Make collaboration a priority – avoid silos

Write down ONE specific suggestion as to HOW the entity your chose could better 
accomplish our mission by doing your High Priority item.  

1. 



Example Card Filled In

NAD’s Mission: To Reach people with Hope & Wholeness!
Select (tick) 1 church entity and 1 high priority for your area of focus. 
[ ] Church [X] Find better ways to communicate our mission
[ ] School [ ] Evaluate the impact of what we do better
[ ] Healthcare [ ] Tie funding to mission accomplishment
[ ] Conference office [ ] Model the mission in the way we operate
[ ] Union office [ ] Educate members on importance of mission
[X] NAD office [ ] Make collaboration a priority – avoid silos

Write down ONE specific suggestion as to HOW the entity your chose could better 
accomplish our mission by doing your High Priority item.  
1. Everyone commit to answering emails within 24-48 hours during work week.  



Implementing Mission Activity!
• Take 1 card & find a pen
• Read the mission statement &          

question on the card
• Write down 1 practical, specific

implementation strategy 
to answer the question
• Work in partners or alone
• Hand in your card 



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NADMission

USE THIS LINK



Announcing! 

Mission-Driven Excellence
Can Adventist organizations achieve pre-eminence both in 
missional outreach AND in the way we run our organizations?
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“If  order and regularity are essential in worldly business, 
how much more so in doing work for God! GW 92
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Mission-awareness?
100% of NAD entities framed a mission statement
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2019: a focus on Alignment

So . . .  what are we doing about it?
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Announcing! 

Mission-Driven Excellence
A strategy co-created by people from NAD, unions, conferences, 

schools and churches with a focus on missional excellence

(Mission-awareness, -alignment, and –assessment “built in”)
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The Great Disappointment
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The Great Awakening!
2019

Reaching everyone in the NAD with the Christ-
centered message of hope and wholeness

NAD? Could it be? 
40
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